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custom of neglecting obligations whenever possible, and of evading
in practice the agreements which they accepted in theory, neither
the political nor commercial relations can be said to have been
satisfactory during any part of this time.

Apart from the question of concessions to British traders,
other great causes of friction existed in the "Shoe Question,"
which will be dealt with later; in the improper treatment of
British subjects in Upper Burma; and in certain territorial
discussions. These four questions varied in urgency, but towards

the close  of  King Mindon's reign they
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cases which it was" necessary to bring to some practical issue.
The hope of solving them by friendly negotiation was futile.
The attitude of the Government of India, reluctant to proceed to
force, merely encouraged the Burmese to maintain an attitude
of indifference with regard to all proposals and remonstrances,
and it became perfectly clear that unless they were urged in
peremptory terms, and if necessary, enforced, the mere arrange-
ment of a new commercial agreement would of itself be of no
avail.

The cc Shoe Question " above referred to was an indignity of
long standing. The British Minister at Mandalay had always
submitted, on the occasion of official visits to the palace, to the
enforcement of a ceremonial requiring him to take off his shoes
before entering the royal presence, and to sit on the floor before
the King. When Sir Douglas Forsyth was sent upon a mission
to Mandalay in 1875, he was instructed to use his own discretion
with regard to following past precedent, but not to allow a mere
question of form to prevent the success of his negotiations. He
accordingly took off his sword and shoes in the accustomed
manner before entering the palace, and seated himself on the floor
with his feet tucked in behind him, in the posture of a supplicant
before the King. On the conclusion of his mission, however, he
raised in his report the question of continuing to submit to
a ceremonial so degrading to a British Envoy. In consequence
of this the Burman Government were told as tactfully as possible
that the British Resident must in future be treated in a manner
suitable to his high rank, and the Eesident at Mandalay was
instructed not to take off his shoes nor sit on the floor when next